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Red Hat Enterprise Linux  
Academic Edition 
Subscription Education and Awareness — Acceptable Use cases

It is appropriate to use Red Hat Enterprise Linux with  
an academic discount in the following situations:

•	 Hosting applications required to run your college  
or university

•	 Operating database servers for your institution 

•	 Operating servers in support of your institution’s  
financial and accounting systems

•	 Running your school’s class registration systems

•	 Running file, print, and/or web servers for your 
institution

•	 Supporting instructional infrastructure such as 
Blackboard and Moodle

•	 Running any other server housing applications,  
databases, or other critical functions that help  
run the institution

How to differentiate use cases

If you are unsure which subscription type to use for your 
deployment, consider the following rule:

If your installation is used in support of teaching, learning, 
or demonstrating, or for student, faculty, or staff produc-
tivity, use the unsupported Academic Edition.

If your installation is used in support of a required func-
tion of the administration of your university, use Red Hat 
Enterprise Linux through the Academic Discount program.

For any subscription or compliance related questions, 
please contact your Red Hat  Account Manager or your 
authorized Red Hat Partner.

Red Hat has two programs dedicated to supporting higher 
learning institutions and the academic community.   
Red Hat provides a low-cost Academic Edition for associ-
ates and an Academic Discount program on production 
installations.

Determining when to use these products can sometimes 
be difficult. This document is a guide to determine the use 
case that best fits the manner in which you deploy Red Hat 
Enterprise Linux.  

Academic Edition vs. Academic Discount

When to use Red Hat Enterprise Linux Academic Edition

Red Hat® Enterprise Linux® Academic Edition is an unsup-
ported subscription that is intended for teaching and learn-
ing.  Red Hat Enterprise Linux Academic Edition can be 
used by faculty, staff, or students for personal or educa-
tional purposes.  It can be used in computer labs, class-
rooms, offices, and residences for general educational 
workloads.

An Academic Edition subscription is appropriate for the  
following situations:

•	 Faculty, staff, or student laptops or desktops for  
personal and academic use

•	 Computer labs available to faculty, staff, and students 
for general educational use

•	 Classroom desktops

•	 Laboratories for technical and research use

•	 Laboratories for software development use

When to use Red Hat Enterprise Linux

Red Hat also provides an academic discount to educational 
institutions for production subscriptions. These subscrip-
tions carry our general support-level agreements (SLAs): 
self support, standard, or premium. Academic discounted 
subscriptions are intended for the purpose of supporting 
and running the business operations of the university.
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About Red Hat

Red Hat was founded in 1993 and is headquartered in 
Raleigh, NC. Today, with more than 60 offices around the 
world, Red Hat is the largest publicly traded technology 
company fully committed to open source. That commitment 
has paid off over time, for us and our customers, proving 
the value of open source software and establishing a  
viable business model built around the open source way. 

Red Hat provides high-quality, affordable technology to the 
enterprise. Our solutions are delivered via subscription and 
range from operating systems and platforms like Red Hat 
Enterprise Linux and JBoss Enterprise Middleware, to  
application and management tools, as well as consulting, 
training, and support. 


